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The Empty Egg 
In pre-Christian celebrations of spring, 
the egg was the symbol of the rebirth 
of the earth. But early Christians used 
the egg as a symbol of the resurrection 
of Jesus and the tomb from which 
Christ arose. Every Easter Sunday we 
celebrate the empty tomb and the 

resurrection of our Lord and Savior. It is the rock on which our 
faith stands: God’s promise of our salvation through Christ’s 
suffering for our sins and then conquering death once and for all. 

But for the little ones Easter is also a day of egg hunts, and the 
search for sweet prizes. 

When I was around four, I remember running around, in a park 
filled with other children all dressed in their Sunday best, 
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Weekly at 
Gethsemane 

Sundays:
9:00 Breakfast 

10:00 Worship Service  

10-3:00 pm Youth Group 

11:00 Sunday school 

Wednesdays: 
10:00 Bible Study 

4:00-9 pm Youth Group 

6:00: Free Community 
Meal  

Camden Promise 
Food Shelf/Produce 
Distribution 

Food Shelf Hours: 

1st/3rd Saturdays of the 
month:12:30-3:00 pm * free 
lunch provided 

Food Distribution: 
Weekly Mondays/Fridays @ 
9:45am; Wednesday @ 6:00 
pm; Saturday @ 10:00 am; & 
Sunday before Service. 

Gethsemane Gazette
1 John 4: “We love because He first loved us.”  

Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
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searching desperately for an egg that had a star in it. I opened 
dozens upon dozens of plastic eggs holding chocolates or dimes 
pennies, and tossed aside the empties, until I found one. That 
year I was one of a few who, because of a star, received a toy-
filled, fancy Easter Basket. I felt so special to have won the prize! 

What I didn’t know then, that thankfully I know now, is that the 
real prize was in all the ones I had discarded that were empty. I 
doubt, even if I’d known about the empty egg and its symbol of 
the empty tomb, that my four-year-old self would have been 
satisfied taking home an chocolate-less egg to put on my shelf to 
show my friends instead of my big basket of goodies! Proudly, I 
would do so now. Because even though I do love a fluffy stuffed 
bunny or a yummy piece of dark chocolate, I cherish the symbol 
of the empty egg, the empty tomb and God’s loving promise to 
me—the best prize of all!

Yes, I am glad that at Gethsemane every child gets to feel special 
with the candy-filled eggs and Easter baskets we give away each 
year in our Annual Easter Celebration. It is their laughter and 
smiles that help us remember the joy received in our Lord’s 
ultimate Easter gift. But this year, as we watch our children open 
their little plastic eggs in hopes of finding treats or pennies, let us 
celebrate the empty egg, and always remember God’s promise to 
us, the real prize we seek, in the blessed emptiness the tomb held 
when the stone was finally rolled away. 

(Cindy Nehrbass -Editor)

Easter Bonnet Parade 2017
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HOLY WEEK  

Maundy Thursday: 

Service: Thursday March 29th  
@ 7:00 pm (Gethsemane 
Lutheran sanctuary) 

Good Friday: 

Service: Friday, March 30th @ 
2:00 pm (combined worship 
at North United Methodist 
Church 4360 Fremont Ave. N, 
Mpls.) 

Easter Sunday: 

9:00 Breakfast and Kids 
Easter Basket Decorating 

10:00 Easter Worship 

11:00 Fellowship and Easter  
Parade*, Egg Hunt and 
Basket Give-Away 

*Please wear your Easter 
Bonnets and Special Hats to 
church in honor of our beloved 
Roxi’s favorite holiday and 
parade!
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2018: Celebrating 125 Years! 
Special Event:
Sunday, April 8th, 10:00-12:00 *
*Please join us for the first of many special events this year. On Sunday, April 8th we will have a 
service and celebration for the 125th anniversary of the formal organization and adoption of our 

Gethsemane’s constitution, and also officially celebrate 
our new name change to Gethsemane Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Minneapolis. Refreshments and 
fellowship following the service.
“The formal organization of Gethsemane Evangelical 
Lutheran Church took place on April 6, 1893 at the home of 
Albert Krefting, where a constitution was adopted. 
Gethsemane began with a church family of 70 souls.” 

(Legacy of Faith Booklet)

Gethsemane’s 125 Year Legacy: 
Reverend Sandness
The words of Reverend Marvin Sandness (who served as 
our pastor for 9 years) from his 1979 Annual Report could 
have been written for our church here in 2018. Nearly 40 
years ago, the same needs and passion that Gethsemane 
had for calling its congregation to serve its community was 
as evident as it is today. God’s path for our church has 
always been one of selfless service and love. As you read 
Pastor Sandness’ message, give thanks for those faithful 
leaders and members of our past that paved the way for 
our present day church, as we will continue to do so for 

those as we “serve onward”, in Christ’s name, into the future.

“ Hardly ever has there been a time more ripe for selfless service than in these days. Our determined and 
undiscouraged efforts to love and heal this broken world are being called for. Jesus Christ here again becomes 
our source for ‘momentum’ in this area. As He came to love and serve, so now He invites us to follow Him and 
show forth His presence in the world today. Perhaps never in all of history have a people been so blessed with 
the resources to reach out and help our neighbors”. Rev. Marvin Sandness (1936-2017)
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Pastor’s Page: The Power of Prepositions 

I had lunch with a trusted colleague in ministry the 
other day. We were talking about our churches, 
their ministries and reach in the neighborhood. I 
truly value my colleague and our collaboration. But 
what I most valued this day was, of all things, the 
prepositions....

In, for, with. Three little words that speak 
volumes about churches and our communities. 
Some churches, the best that can be said is that 

they are in the neighborhood. Like gas stations, schools and movie theaters, churches are located 
in the neighborhood on our blocks. If it is convenient and you like the service and price you're 
likely to go there.

There are some churches, though, that are for the neighborhood. These churches go out into the 
neighborhood and asked the question, "what do you need and how can we be of service?" Then, 
after hearing their responses, these churches seek to be what the neighborhood wants them to 
be. And if the services that the church meet your needs, you're likely to go there.

And then there are churches that are with the neighborhood. These churches embrace the issues 
that affect the neighborhood. Safe streets, happy children, decent housing, employment 
opportunities: Take your pick. When the church goes from looking at the neighborhood to 
walking with the neighborhood, there is a collective move from "them" and "us" to "we."

In these churches the church becomes part of the fabric of the neighborhood.

Interestingly, all three prepositions are needed to function as an effective church. Our city is 
littered with churches who, once great communities of faith, are now simply buildings in the 
neighborhood that has changed around them. Many churches have forsaken their evangelical 
mission in an attempt to be for the neighborhood and now function as social service agencies. 
And some well-meaning churches, in an attempt to walk in solidarity with their neighborhoods, 
find what they share most in common is a helpless frustration to make meaningful change in the 
neighborhood. But the church located in the neighborhood, providing for the needs of the 
neighborhood and walking together to repair trust and fight for the vision of God's world- this 
combination of prepositions becomes the catalyst of transformation on our blocks.

In, for, with...... Which prepositions do we think Gethsemane uses?             

Pastor Jeff 
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Gethsemane Youth Group: “Pumping Iron For God’s Temple” 

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not 
your own…” 1 Corinthians 6:19

Our Gethsemane Youth Group was recently given some weight 
equipment to embark on a new focus of fitness in 2018. Our GYG group 
will be working with a new youth group director, Brandon Fleming, on 
making their bodies strong and healthy houses for the Holy Spirit. We 
are thrilled to have Brandon join our Gethsemane community to support 

and guide our youth in their faith journeys. Brandon is a 
good Christian young man who has both experience 
working with youth and with physical training.*

Help Invest In Our Youth: We are looking to expand the 
exercise room for our youth. If you have or know anyone 
who has new or gently used fitness equipment, weights or 
mats, please contact Pastor Jeff. Investing in the health of 
our Gethsemane Youth is an important part of investing in 
their spiritual growth and journeys. Monetary donations 
for the Youth Group are also welcome! 

*Note to Gethsemane Youth Group (New Meeting Times):
GYG will be meeting every Wednesday from 4:00-9:00 pm and Sunday from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

GETHSEMANE’S FINANCIAL FITNESS 

Good News:  
God’s provision and the extreme generosity of others has helped us pay down our Mission 
Investment Fund Loan down another $20,000. Go God!!!

Capital  Campaign: Remember our goal of 125K in our 125th Year 

Please consider a special gift in honor of Gethsemane’s 125 years in service of God’s word. The 
funds will go toward additional needed building updates and current and new programming. 
Please contact a council member if you have any questions or to discuss your intended pledge.
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Stewardship Schedule: April 2018 

Community Prayer: 

Thank you, Lord, for your many blessings, even the ones we cannot always see. We know that 
you are with us in both our happiness and our pain, up on the hills but also in the valleys. We are 
grateful for your son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who suffered, died and rose again to fulfill your 
promises of forgiveness and everlasting life. You came and walked among us and taught us how to 
serve in love, selflessly. Continue to walk with us now, as we remember the cross, the empty tomb 
and the resurrection. Let us all be born again daily in you, serve others compassionately, profess 
our faith confidently, being ever mindful that for You alone we walk the journey ahead. AMEN

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 4/29

Altar 
Guild

Michelle J. Michelle J. Michelle J. Michelle J. Michelle J.

Assistant 
Minister 

Matt 
Strauman

Linda O. Matt S. Linda O. Matt S.

Coffee Youth Youth Youth Youth Youth

Communion 
Stewards

Rochelle N. 
John N. 

Arlene D. 
Rose Reeves

Dianne & 
Dale Szach

Norma R. 
Maryann 
Case

Jean B. 
Dianne 
Schepker

Greeters Norma R. MaryAnn C. Ella K. Jill Taitt Linda O.

Money  
Counters

Dianne & 
 Dale Szach

Linda O. 
Jill T.

Dianne & 
Dale Szach 

Linda O. &  
Jill T.

Dianne & 
 Dale Szach

Power 
Point

Youth Anthony Ian K. Anthony Youth

Ushers Earl R. 
Darrel T.

Greg Szach 
Darrel T.

Ben &. 
Ella K.

Anthony 
Darrel T.

Darrel T. 
Anthony R.

Van 
Drivers

TBD Randy Sch. Ben K. Randy Sch. Randy Sch.
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Who’s Who at Gethsemane 

Senior Pastor: Jeff Nehrbass 

Youth Group (GYG) Director: Brandon Fleming

GYG Assistants: Anne Johnson, Dick Mork, Matt 
Strauman

Camden Kids Director: Carrie Asanji

Building and Grounds: Darrel Taitt

Confirmation Teacher: John Nelson

Sunday School Leader: Brittany Schiebe

Newsletter Editor/Communications: Cindy Nehrbass 

Technology & Social Media Specialist: Ben Knaus

Bulletin/Stewardship Coordinator: Linda Omark 

Food Shelf Volunteer Coordinator: Jean Bailey

Altar Guild Coordinator: Arlene Dohrn

Contact Information 

Gethsemane Church: (612) 521-3575                          Website: www.glcmpls.org

Camden Kids Learning Center (612) 767-3097      Website: www.camdenkids.net

*Camden Promise: (612) 521-5216                                Website: www.camdenpromise.org

Emergency ONLY: ( 612) 964-0881                    * Prayer Chain Request: (612) 805-5711

*Volunteers Needed! We are always looking for volunteers for our weekly Camden 
Promise Food Shelf, Food Pick Up, Community Meals, Special Events, Worship 
Services, Sunday School and MORE. Please consider the gift of your time! 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church

4656 Colfax Avenue North

Minneapolis, MN 55412

_________________________________________________
Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran Church, Minneapolis 

Our Mission: To graciously invite into life-giving Christian 
community in a just and safe neighborhood
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