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GETHSEMANE GAZETTE 
 

                    Easter Baskets & Bonnets! 
He is Risen! Easter Sunday was a great 
success! It was wonderful to see so many 
smiling faces here to celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection. We had a great time decorating 
Easter baskets during the breakfast hour. 
After church, we paraded around church in 
our decorated bonnets, wishing everyone a 
Happy Easter!  

Over the past few years this has become a 
beloved tradition. Then it was time for the 
egg hunt! It was great to see how much fun 
everyone had searching for their eggs. The 
highlight of the day was our Easter basket 
giveaway. There were so many priceless 
smiles as I watched kids come up to get 
their very own basket filled with goodies. It 
was a blessed day from start to finish. A 
special THANK YOU to everyone who 
helped make this Easter Sunday a day to 
remember. I hope to see some of the many 
visitors in Sunday School soon!  

*Reminder that the last day of Sunday 
School before summer will be May 21st!  

Brittany Schiebe (Teacher) 

On Wednesday evening, April 5th, our 
community gathered once again for a 
special themed meal. The scrumptious 
Liberian dinner was prepared most 
generously by Rose Reeves and served by 
volunteers. Thank you Rose for your 
culinary discipleship for our community! 

 Liberian Community Meal 

Easter Hat Decorating: 
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Jesus is the face of God’s love… 

As disciples, when we want to know how God 
loves, we look to the face of God’s love in 
Jesus. In Jesus, God feeds the hungry, clothes 
the naked, heals the infirm, forgives and 
restores, and raises to new life and goes above 
and beyond to seek the lost, the lonely and the 
forsaken. 

As we seek to witness to the face of this love 
for us we too as a community and individually, 
embody the face of God’s love in Jesus. We 
walk and work in God’s growing garden with 
eyes to see the suffering in this world as Jesus 
does, bringing all we are in Him to a world that 
thirsts for healing, justice and wholeness. 
Knowing that the same world that rejected 
Jesus will not suffer us lightly either…. 

But take comfort…because HE LIVES we can 
face this tomorrow with confidence and 
courage. 

 Happy Easter! 

PJ 

 

Pastor Jeff’s Message: The Face of God’s Love 

Ginger sits poised and ready, guarding her nest, 
her regal white head alert to every sound and 
sight within a mile radius. She sits round the 
clock on her nest, protecting her grey fuzzed 
eaglet as mate, Gene, forages the landscape for his 
family’s food. More often than not, he comes 
home empty handed or with a simple mound of 
greens to deodorize their home. When he arrives 

 Editor’s Corner: Feeding God’s Family  

Continued on page 5 

“Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ 
This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second 
is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Matthew 22:37-39 

Continued page 4….. 
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For Christians, Easter is a 50 day celebration of the 
resurrected Christ that starts the eve before Easter 
and ends on Pentecost, the day we rejoice the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to God’s people and the beginning of 
the church here on earth. In the early church, the 
Lenten season prepared new believers to be ready 
for their baptism on Easter Sunday and the fifty 
days following to hone their faith in preparation for 
the celebration of Pentecost.  

Today, we can still use these fifty days of Eastertide 
to reflect on our relationship with God, the 
teachings of Christ, the gifts of the spirit and what it 
must have been like to live in the early church at a 
time when Jesus’ presence was still felt by the 
disciples that had walked with God along the 
ancient dirt roads of Israel and had their feet 
washed by his own hands. Maybe being able to talk 
to these teachers of the early church, the 
missionaries of the time while trying to spread 
Christ’s message to everyone that would listen.  

I imagine that the disciples retold the many parables 
that Jesus spoke, not much unlike the retelling of 
stories at the family dinner table, in their sermons or 
in quiet conversations with non-believers they met 
along their journeys. I often wonder how long the 
“glow” of witnessing the resurrected Christ and 
speaking the first music of unknown tongues lasted 
for them before the drudgery of the work at hand 
crept into their daily lives. I am sure if I were among 
them that I would even continue to miss the 

    Reflection on Faith: Fifty Days of Easter 

physical presence of my savior and God even 
though the Holy Spirit stayed with me. Because I 
envision the loss of a dear friend or beloved and 
how you simply long to sit next to them again, hear 
their voice, not knowing when you might gaze 
upon their face or witness their smile again. I’m sure 
the grief of loss would still be mixed in with the 
strong call to spread Christ’s message. The 
physicality of human Jesus being exchanged for the 
spirit must have been baffling and even difficult for 
some believers and maybe even seemed like an 
unfair trade. To be honest, as humans we are much 
more willing to accept the physically tangible over 
the unseen most days of the week.  

And imagine being brand new to the church, having 
never met Jesus, only heard rumors of his miracles 
and claims from these disciples speaking 
contradictory thoughts about your already formed 
belief in God almighty. Perhaps you found them to 
be a bit “off their rockers” professing the raising of 
the dead, healing of the sick, feeding multitudes and 
the simple blasphemy that God had walked among 
them. Those fifty days past the resurrection, hearing 
rumors of a man with holes in his hands, feet and 
side, walking around, eating fish and giving 
sermons on mountains.  

If you weren’t lucky to witness first hand Christ in 
all his resurrected glory, then you’d have to take the 
word of these men who had left their families, who 
didn’t have much education or status in the 
community to make them reputable, and who were 
trying to convince you that the same God who 
punished Job, burned bushes for Moses, and killed 
humanity in the flood was forgiving EVERYONE’S 
sins. Wow. I cannot imagine the change in mindset 
it would have taken to follow Jesus. It must have 
been a truly extraordinary experience to choose to 
follow Christ in the early church, especially as a 50-
year-old woman and mother, such as myself. 

Perhaps if you accepted Jesus as your savior you 
were lucky enough to be baptized in the river 

Continued page 4… 

Left: 
Gethsemane 
Sanctuary 
banners and 
flowered 
cross, from 
Easter 
Sunday 
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Jordan or by the spirit and speak 
tongues, but oh how many of 
your friends or family might 
excommunicate you thinking 
you a heretic or crazy.  Now, we 
are fortunate that we can profess 
our faith, for the most part 
worship openly, and find that 
the struggles of the church are 
not in the being labeled lunatics, 
but in the logistics of financing a 
congregation, following through 
on God’s calls to serve and love 
others, or in the dynamics of co-
existing together with other 
Christian churches with different 
doctrines or theologies.  

But as Christians we should be 
able to say that we are still 
connected with those earliest 
church goers and now with each 
other in what matters most: our 
belief in Christ, the soundness of 
his teachings, and his death and 
resurrection for our salvation. 
No matter what our differences, 
we should be able to work to 
serve together (as we do now 
with our mission partners) much 
like when the first church was 
made up of those following the 
teachings of the God who died to 
save them.  

This Eastertide let’s think about 
our relationship with Christ. 
Picture yourself back in those 
days and ask yourself: What 
type of disciple or follower 
would you be? The doubter, the 
enthusiast, the observer, the 
reluctant, the willing, the 
teacher, the open, the closed-
off…and who are you in your 
relationship with Christ now? 

 

Update: Capitol 
Campaign 2017 

If you haven’t already, please 
think about what you can 
cheerfully give towards our 
capital campaign to fund the 
balance needed for our 2017 
budget. Your pledge can be 
given to a council member 
(Brittany Schiebe, Rocky 
Nelson, Anne Johnson, Ben 
Knaus), or to the financial 
secretary (Ben Schiebe). As 
soon as we have the 
information compiled, we will 
update you with how much 
we have left till we reach our 
goal!  

Thank you to those of you 
who have already generously 
pledged. Your giving will 
enable us to continue to do 
God’s work in our 
community another year! 

 

 

Fifty Days…. (continued) Pastor’s Corner (continued) 

 

Quilters Wanted: 

No experience 
necessary!  

Please contact Arlene 
Dohrn if you are 
interested in joining a 
special “Learn How to 
Quilt” quilter’s gathering 
this summer!  

More details to come! 

 

Special-Themed 
Community Meal : 

Louisiana 
Jambalaya  

Wednesday May 3rd 

@ 6:00 pm 

Come join us for a yummy 
feast of Pastor Jeff’s 

specially-spiced creation! 

 It’s got, as PJ says, “a little 
of this and a little of that”, 

and a lot of love! 
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Ginger quickly escapes with a verbal 
complaint (eagle scream) to hunt and bring 
home dinner’s muskrat or mole. 

I could say that Ginger does it all, even wears 
the proverbial “pants” in the family. She is 
bigger, as female eagles tend to be, and wiser -
-as she knows exactly where to find food (I 
believe it’s that she’s older too). She chose the 
nesting spot, is the more skilled hunter and 
has the patience of a saint to sit in a six-foot 
wide nest for endless hours of each day, just 
to keep her child safe. She reigns full of pride 
above her claimed kingdom below and 
commands great respect. According to science, 
that’s how an eagle mama is supposed to live. 

When “Rufflet” (named by the Pokemon fans 
in the house) made him/herself known with a 
faint garbled call, we knew the goings on in 
our yard were about to get exciting. Every 
other day rabbit carcasses would appear, 
stripped of all meat and the squirrel 
population wouldn’t come around anymore to 
steal the birdseed. Rufflet’s appetite is 
voracious and calls for multiple feedings a 
day. The new parents are busy. 

When Christ rose from the dead and made 
himself known to the disciples and followers 
in his midst, God claimed his earthly 
kingdom for eternity. But he didn’t just stand 
on the mountain or sit in the highest pine in 
his glory, prideful in his rightful conquest. He 
didn’t leave them to fend for themselves, as 
fledglings in their faith. God gave his children 
the Holy Spirit to guide and continually feed 
us (spiritually) so we can continue to grow 
strong and mature in his Grace.  

As Christ’s disciples we are commissioned to 

teach and model God’s LOVE; to feed and care 
for, not just ourselves or our own families, but 
ALL of God’s family who call out in need. We 
are called to feed, teach and model God’s love 
in generosity of spirit. Yes, there may be times 
we don’t feel as generous: don’t want to hunt 
for that extra fish or donate yet another bunny 
to our Gethsemane nest. But we do the best 
we can. We are asked to volunteer our time, 
our resources and our care to others, and to be 
the face of God’s love in this world. 

Like Ginger and Gene we must continue to 
forage and provide for those who cannot, and 
eventually teach them how to grow in faith 
and leave the nest, to go out and in turn feed 
others. And like the eaglets, after the wind 
tests their wings enough for flight, hopefully 
we get to watch them take off someday and 
soar. 

 

 

Feeding God’s Family…. 
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Who’s Who At Gethsemane… 
Senior Pastor: Jeff Nehrbass      

Youth Group (GYG) Director: Matt Straumann    

GYG Assistants: Anne Johnson, Dick Mork    

Camden Kids Director: Carrie Asanji 

Building and Grounds: Darrel Taitt 

Confirmation Teacher: John Nelson 

Sunday School Leader: Brittany Schiebe 

Newsletter Editor/Communications Director: Cindy Nehrbass   

Bulletin/Stewardship Coordinator: Linda Omark 

Food Shelf Volunteer Coordinator: Jean Bailey                                          

Altar Guild Coordinator: Arlene Dohrn 

Prayer Chain Leader/Sunshine Person: Dianne Szach 

GETHSEMANE CHURCH: (612)-521-3575                 Website: www.glcmpls.org 

CAMDEN KIDS Learning Center: (612) 767-3097       Website: www.camdenkids.net 

CAMDEN PROMISE: (612) 521-5216                            Website: www.camdenpromise.org 

EMERGENCY ONLY LINE (612) 964-0881                 Prayer Chain Request: 612-521-8583 

Weekly At Gethsemane… 

Sundays:  

9:00-9:45 am Breakfast* (2nd & 4th Sundays = 
Breakfast & a Bag* of food) 

9:00-9:30 am Bible Study 

10:00 am Worship Service 

11:00 am Fellowship, Sunday School & 
Confirmation 

Noon-3:00 pm GYG (Youth Group) 

Mondays & Fridays: 9:45 am Food Distribution 

Wednesdays:  

10:00 am Bible Study  

6:00 pm Free Community Meal 

7:30 pm Food Distribution 

Saturdays:  

Every Saturday: 11:00 am Produce 
Distribution 

(1st & 3rd of the month) 12:30-3 pm Food 
Shelf & Lunch 
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 Our Community in Photos 
    Volunteers at Gethsemane: Mount Calvary Lutheran 

            

 

                                                    

Above Left: Dozens upon dozens of Volunteers 
from Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Excelsior 
came to spruce up the church and neighborhood! 

Above Right, Left & Below: Mulch, mulch and 
more mulch! Saturday and working hard…! 

Below Left:  Mount Calvary’s Pastor Dave Olson 
& fellow volunteers spend their weekend in 
service. 

Thank you Mount Calvary Lutheran volunteers for gifting our 
community with your time & labor, as stewards & faces of God’s love! 
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                     GYG & Alumni Page 

Alumni Interview: 
Jacob Nehrbass 

 

    Upcoming Youth Group Schedule:  Sundays 1-3 pm  

             5/7: Movie Day          5/14: MOTHER’S DAY (no GYG) 

 5/21: Movie Day       5/28: Memorial Day Weekend (No GYG) 

1) What did Youth Group mean to you at the time you were in? Youth group for me, when I 
was in it, was like family. Seeing my friends, brothers, and sisters, everySunday and doing things that 
helped the church, community, or just raise are own spirits, was always a highlight of my week.  

2) How did youth group help form your faith and help you grow as a person? The Youth 
Group gave me a sense of community and a place where I could express how I felt while allowing my 
spiritual growth to flourish. Having a safe place to question and learn, along with the care of my friends, 
helped me grow to respect others who have different views than me. 

3) What things you learned in youth group do you still use today or do you incorporate in 
your life now? One thing that I learned in Youth Group that I still use today is the skill to listen and 
respond. Roxi was always able to listen to people’s problems and respond with thoughtful comments 
that were very helpful. In this same way, I have taken the skill to listen and then respond in everything I 
do. 

4) What is a favorite or silly memory? One of my favorite memories from youth group was when 
Jamar and I made a Christmas tree out of hangers and string and used it to teach a Sunday school 
lesson!  

5) Your favorite mission or volunteer opportunities? I always enjoyed volunteering at 
the Wednesday night BBQ s or Block parties. Interacting with the community and playing basketball 
with the kids always made for an enjoyable time. 

6) What do you miss the most now that you aren't in youth group regularly? I miss the 
community of friends that I used to see every Sunday as well as doing things that benefited both the 
church and the youth group.  

7) Favorite camp song or prayer?  I always enjoyed the Jaws prayer we would sing at camp before 
a meal.  

8) Favorite bible verse or scripture? (Isaiah 41:10)So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand. 
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                               Camden Kids  
                                               Learning Center 

Safe, reliable and quality care for the      
youngest members of our community. 

                                                                                          

 

          Enrolling Now!  
Summer Day Programs Available! 
 (612) 767-3097 OR www.camdenkids.net 
 

         Camden Kids Provides: 

• Faith-based learning center 

• Caring and qualified staff 

• Safe and clean environment 

• Activity-based curriculum  

• Flexible schedules and competitive rates* 

• Programs for ages from Infants (6 weeks) to 

age 12yr: before, during and after school 
hours 

• Tools taught to help reinforce independence, 
social, listening and motor skills 

• Before/After School Programs with bus pick 

Hours of operation: 6:30 am – 6:30 pm 
Monday through Friday 

• Onsite help with paperwork for 
families using county childcare 
assistance 

 

 

 

CARRIE’S CORNER: 
 
Join with us this month as we welcome our new fruit of the spirit, Goodness!   Throughout the month our 
teachers will work with your little ones, to gain knowledge about what Goodness means. When this month is 
over you little one will know. 
  *God is the best at showing goodness, and has always showed us goodness for being believers in him. 

*Goodness is a fruit of the spirit that offered to us though Christ by showing goodness we become 
more like him. 

 *How to handle themselves when it is hard to show goodness, and learn the rewards are far greater. 
 *Many things happen in our lives, rather they are good or bad, God has intended them for our good, 

*How to recognize when they are showing goodness to others, and when others are showing goodness   
to them. 

Now that the center is growing and expanding fast, we will be implementing Creative Curriculum in all our 
classrooms. What this means for you? Your child’s teacher will start lesson planning base on things your 
child and his or her peers are interested in, meaning each classroom may be working on completely different 
themes, and lessons, opposed to everyone on one accord. Check your child’s classroom bulletin boards for 
more in depth lesson plans.  
 
May Memory Verse: “I myself am convinced, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are 
full of goodness, filled with knowledge and competent to instruct one another.” 
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  The Camden Promise 
Building Hope…Together 

Food Shelf/Food Distribution 
Our Client Choice Food Shelf is a point value system. 
Different foods have different point values. Each 
household receives a certain number of points per month 
(based on the number of people living in their home) to 
be used for food of their choice. 

Open: 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month, 12:30-3 pm* 

*Lunches provided onsite during this time 

Food Distribution: M & F @ 9:45 am, Wed. @ 7:30pm, & 
every Sat. of the Month @ 11:00 am  

Clothes Closet 
Clients of the Food Shelf can select from donated gently 
used and new clothing. The clothing comes from 
Gethsemane congregation members and their friends. To 
donate clothing, call (612) 521-3575 or please submit a 
donation request via email at the contact page of 
www.thecamdenpromise.org.  

Breakfast-and-a-Bag 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church serves breakfast every 
Sunday upstairs in their fellowship hall from 9:00-9:45 
am. On the 2nd and 4th Sundays, you can have 
breakfast and a bag of groceries to bring home with 
you! Our goal is to provide a meal and extra food while 
building a sense of community and fellowship.  

 Volunteers Always Needed! 
Camden Promise cannot serve the community without 
our many volunteers. Volunteers are trained and 
assigned different jobs based on availability. The food 
shelf alone takes 26 plus volunteers per day it is open. To 
volunteer call (612) 521-3575 or contact us via email at the 
contact page of www.thecamdenpromise.org. 
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MAY  STEWARDSHIP SCHEDULE 

*Volunteers	  Needed!	  Please	  let	  Linda	  know	  if	  you	  can	  help,	  or	  have	  any	  conflicts	  with	  the	  schedule.	   	  

SERVICE	  ROLES	   5/7	   5/14	   5/21	   5/28	   	  

ALTAR	  GUILD	   Diane	  Schepker	   Diane	  Schepker	   Diane	  Schepker	   D.	  Schepker	   	  

ASSISTANT	  	  
MINISTER	  

TBD*	   Linda	  Omark	   Matt	  Straumann	   	  	  Linda	  Omark	  
	  

COFFEE	   YOUTH	   YOUTH	   YOUTH	   YOUTH	   	  

COMMUNION	  
STEWARDS	  

Norma	  Rydholm	  

	  	  	  Maryann	  Case	  

	  Jeff	  and	  Beth	  

Peterson	  

John	  &	  Rochelle	  
Nelson	  

Arlene	  Dohrn	  

Rose	  Reeves	  
	  

GREETER(S)	   Jill	  &	  Darrel	  Taitt	   Dianne	  Szach	   Jill	  &	  Darrel	  Taitt	   	  Dianne	  Szach	   	  

MONEY	  COUNTERS	  
Linda	  Omark	  

Jill	  Taitt	  

Jill	  Taitt	  

Dianne	  Szach	  

Dianne	  &	  Dale	  
Szach	  

	  Dianne	  &	  Dale	  
Szach	  

	  

POWER	  POINT	   YOUTH	   Joshua	  White	   Linda	  Omark	   	  Joshua	  White	   	  

USHERS	   Ben	  &	  Ella	  Knaus	  
Darrel	  Taitt	  

TBD*	  

	  	  Darrel	  Taitt	  

	  TBD*	  

Darrel	  Taitt	  

TBD*	   	  

VAN	  DRIVER	  
Ben	  Knaus	  

(612)-‐616-‐9023	  
Wayne	  Schepker	   Randy	  Schepker	   Randy	  Schepker	  

	  

	   	   	  	   	   	   	  

Thank you Lord for knowing our needs and providing for us, even when it may not be exactly 
what we ask for. We understand that you are in control and have a greater plan at hand that we 
are a part of but not the center of. YOU came to us as a man who suffered for OUR sins, the 
Messiah we didn’t expect, but the one we actually needed. You continue to surprise us with 
small miracles and everyday blessings. Please help us to recognize them and sing your praises. 
Guide us to continue to do your work, to show compassion to others, and be the face of your love 
in this world. AMEN  

 

                     Community Prayer * 
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Celebrating 124 years of ministry… 
praise be to God! 

Our Church’s Mission: 

To graciously invite into life-giving Christian community in a just and safe neighborhood. 

“We love because He first 
loved us.”1 John 4:19 
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